Much has been said and written, pro and con, relating to amalgam as a filling material. We do not propose to further discuss the question with regard to its usefulness in saving teeth, or the advisability of employing it in many cases which the dentist is called upon to treat.
It is conceded by a vast majority of the very best men in the profession that there are cases in which its skillful and intelligent use gives more satisfaction than can be obtained with any other material yet known to dentisty. We simply wish to enter our protest against the careless and slovenly manner in which it is frequently used, even by some of our best manipulators of gold.
We have seen mouths containing gold fillings whose artistic contours, and beautiful finish indicated a high degree of manipulative skill in that direction ; and in the same mouth, amalgam fillings with rough surface, imperfect and often over-hanging edges (and the whole appearance of which was a disgrace to any dentist,) all put in by the same operator, of whose ability as a dentist we We are satisfied that very many of the failures of amalgam fillings would be averted by more careful attention to this last step of the operation. If any of our readers have never tried this method of using amalgam, we advise them to do so. They will be astonished at the neater and cleaner appearance of the mouth, to say nothing of the increased durability of the fillings.?Dental Practitioner.
